SOL    TALK WITH WELFARE OF INDIA LEAGUE
DEPUTATION*

[BOMBAY,]
January 2, 1932

My telegram2 was in a studiously courteous language and in
the friendliest tone. My friends objected to the word 'guidance',
but I pleaded with them and got them to agree. You will see that
the Viceroy has placed himself completely in the wrong. And
arguing about the Ordinances was the wrong way of going about
the thing. He forgot that I had not approached him as an ordi-
nary citizen, but one who had constant dealings with him and one
with whom he had to discuss the future plans as to how best
to help in the R.T.C. work. It is irrelevant for him to say that
I could not discuss the Ordinances. The second condition is in-
sulting, viz., that I must repudiate my colleagues. The fact is
that Government has overreached itself. It is not Lord Willing-
don's language. It has been drafted for him. It is a terrible
affair that Government of India should act in this light-hearted
fashion though they know that any error may lead to a terrible
situation arising in this country. If you are convinced that Gov-
ernment of India have committed a grave error in repelling my
advances and in banging the door on my face, then you should
move heaven and earth to compel the Government of India to
reconsider their decision and see me as a friend without putting
any conditions. But why should I have got the Working Com-
mittee to pass a tentative resolution, you will ask. Is it not that
you want to go with a loaded pistol? No, because the Govern-
ment of India knew that the Congress was an institution with
civil disobedience for its creed. The Congress had done enough to
lead the country and Government to believe that in connection with
a movement for redress of wrongs the Congress would not advise
an armed rebellion but a non-violent disobedience. Evidently
they overlook the fact that civil disobedience had become a per-
missible thing. In the Delhi Pact, civil disobedience was not given
up, it was only discontinued during the Truce. In Simla, when

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's article: "The Historic Week5*

2 Vide "Telegram to Viceroy", p. 459.
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